
PRODUCTION NOTES
ABOUT


No cheap tricks. No gimmicks. And characters you’d rather see live than die (even if they do indeed die, and horribly). These were the unspoken rules as producers Michael Williams, Rob Eric, and Slash began developing the maiden feature of the Slasher Films label. They knew they wanted a story that could seemingly happen to any American family. What they didn’t want was a typical, follow-the-leader, by-the-book scary movie, or anything with an easy, or poorly thought-out answer.
“I hate movies where something comes to Earth, attacks, and though they can fly a billion miles across the universe, somehow we can kill them with Pledge detergent,” said Rob. “I don’t understand how we always save the world… In this one, there’s no saving them. And that’s part of the fun, because the movie can throw a tough question at you: ‘how is this gonna go down?’”


This was hardly the first film for producers Michael and Rob. They had previously produced the 2008 Brad Anderson thriller TRANSSIBERIAN, starring Sir Ben Kingsley, Emily Mortimer, and Woody Harrelson, which opened at both the Sundance and Berlin Film Festivals. Before that they had produced the horror film SESSION 9, a cult hit that systematically played with audience’s expectations of horror while fostering a unique sense of dread. Michael had also produced a number of other films, including HOME BEFORE DARK, and two Errol Morris films, MR. DEATH: THE RISE AND FALL OF FRED A. LEUCHTER, JR., and THE FOG OF WAR, for which Michael won the Academy Award for Best Documentary.


Slash was no stranger to the entertainment industry himself; widely considered one of the greatest rock guitarists of all time for signature hits like “Sweet Child o’ Mine” and “Welcome to the Jungle,” Slash had more recently expanded his reach, experimenting with new artists, branching out into videogames, and after an apropos Halloween Party in Los Angeles where the idea of a horror film label was hatched, he, Michael, and Rob decided to embark on horror films with a higher-brow, classical edge.


 “We talked that night about the state of horror movies at this particular point in time, compared to the classics of the thirties, forties, fifties, sixties, and seventies. And there’s a distinct difference,” said Slash. Instead, Slash wanted to focus on, “making movies that are scary based on the storytelling… putting time into telling a really good story and fleshing out characters.”


“Their knowledge was kind of scary,” said Michael. “Right from our earliest conversations about what kind of films we wanted to do, I realized I was sitting with the two biggest horror geeks in the world… I realized this was a natural fit.”


Their particular tastes began to coalesce around an idea hatched by screenwriter Jonathan W.C. Mills, about a small Kansas town called Stull, said to be one of the seven gateways to Hell. 


“Michael, Slash, and I looked the town up and it had all this great folklore. Bands like The Cure cancelled a concert because it was too close. The Pope wouldn’t fly over Stull when he came to the United States,” said Rob. “We loved it.”

With a desire to put a fresh twist on untapped American folklore, using dread-inducing films like ROSEMARY’S BABY and THE EXORCIST as a guide, Michael, Rob, and Slash put Jonathan to work, writing a film that would be a true horror fan’s horror film. “It is an old-fashioned movie in that way,” said Rob. “This actually has a structure to it, as opposed to an opening, boobs, and slashing a throat. One of the big things we’ve always said is that you want to love the characters before you kill them.”


During this period, producer and venture capitalist Todd Dagres came onboard. Having worked extensively with Michael and Rob in the past on projects like TRANSSIBERIAN, as well as producing the black comedy PRETTY PERSUASION, Todd became involved as the script took shape.


Because the film, now titled NOTHING LEFT TO FEAR, would rely on a steady escalation of tension and suspense, leading to a roller-coaster ride third act, it became clear the director would need to have a command for pace and tone, as well as a unique perspective on art direction. The choice was Anthony Leonardi III.


“He comes in, and his script, it’s rolled up, like he’s delivering newspapers. Coffee stains. And when he opens it there are hundreds of little images he had drawn. And we kind of all just looked at each other and said, ‘okay. There’s something special about this one,’” said Rob. “His vision is extraordinary.”


Anthony came from Gore Verbinski’s creative circle, developing creature and storyboard design for Verbinski on blockbusters such as PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT WORLD’S END and RANGO, along with Frank Lawrence films such as CONSTANTINE and WATER FOR ELEPHANTS. Apart from that, Anthony had quickly become a veteran, go-to music video director, and as a result, he was weighing his first feature directorial choices carefully. He read the script for NOTHING LEFT TO FEAR, and was immediately inspired.


“When Anthony came along, he was prepared to the point of having the entire story mapped out and illustrated. And I mean, he hadn’t even gotten the gig yet!” said Slash. “When he showed up, it was like he was already making the movie.”


“He draws everything. His background is storyboarding so every shot is in his head and etched on the page. We could put out the drawings as a graphic novel,” said Michael.


“The first image in my head was this monster,” said Anthony. “It was liquid, formless, but it becomes an extension of one of our characters [Mary]… And what that looks like, how it evolves over the course of the story, and what it does to its environment, and how that makes the character feel… That interested me. Her transformation is sudden, it’s dark, it’s scary, and it’s kind of unreal.”


With Anthony’s direction, the script for NOTHING LEFT TO FEAR became something simultaneously tighter and bigger; the monster more exact and more menacing; the film’s cyclical plot more intriguing and complex with each pass.


Aiding matters during this process was the acquisition of producer Alison Palmer, who had extensive experience producing independently financed films such as GENERATION UM…, THIS FILM IS NOT YET RATED, HENRY’S CRIME, and MISSED CONNECTIONS.


“From the first time I read it, everything about Stull in the script was kind of inviting… and very dark. This film needed producers who could execute genre delicately,” said Alison. “Working with Michael and Rob for many years on other projects, I knew they had this knack of finding and exploiting the story’s scary truth… and then with Slash and Anthony on board, we all sort of informed each other’s process, making the accessible, yet dark horror movie we all knew we wanted.”


And after all that? “It all came together pretty quickly as far as getting financing, a distributor, and the talent,” said Michael. Shortly after an announcement at the Sundance Film Festival, financier Midlife Crisis Productions, foreign sales agent Content Media, and distributor Anchor Bay Entertainment all came on board in hurried succession.


With a completed script, the producers focused on pulling together a cast. The parents at the head of the film’s family, the Bramfords, acted as a tonal heartbeat to the story’s evolving mood, and as a result, the producers knew an anchoring presence would be needed in the role of either the father or the mother. Michael came up with the idea of approaching Anne Heche. 

She was a natural for the role of Wendy. From recent films like RAMPART and CEDAR RAPIDS to DONNIE BRASCO, I KNOW WHAT YOU DID LAST SUMMER, and Gus Van Sant’s remake of PSYCHO, Anne had consistently evoked a surprising depth and brought flesh-and-blood reality to each character she played. With Wendy, Anne slipped into the role of a loving and busy mother with ease, lulling the viewer into a false sense of security about her fate and the fate of her family.

After casting Anne, it only seemed appropriate to approach actor James Tupper, Anne’s real-life partner, with the role of Dan. James had most recently appeared in films such as MR. POPPER’S PENGUINS, ME AND ORSON WELLES, and he was perhaps most well known for his work in television, in shows like REVENGE, GREY’S ANATOMY, and the cult-hit show MEN IN TREES. With a natural chemistry alongside Anne, she and James brought with them a tender gravity to the story. 


Anthony and the producers pored over options for the role of Kingsman, understanding they needed an actor who could simultaneously and effectively play both an antagonistic string-puller and a tragic, empathetic victim-of-circumstance. The stand-out option was Clancy Brown, famous from classics such as THE SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION, HIGHLANDER, and more recently in films and TV such as JOHN DIES AT THE END, THE INFORMANT, COWBOYS & ALIENS, and HBO’s CARNIVALE. Clancy’s other-worldliness and commanding presence cast a looming shadow over the town of Stull and the story. 


“What attracted me to the story was it starts out very predictably, and then it takes a left turn… and it never stops taking that left turn,” says Clancy. “Whatever you think is going to happen isn’t going to happen.”

Choosing an actor for the role of Mary was a deliberative process. On the one hand, Mary needed to appear to play second fiddle to her sister Rebecca, but on the other hand, she would morph into the central antagonist in the final act. For this difficult juggling act, the team turned to Jennifer Stone, from Disney Channel’s WIZARDS OF WAVERLY PLACE. Jennifer jumped at the role, finding a kindred spirit for classic horror in Anthony and the producers. 

In a juggling act altogether very different, Ethan Peck, grandson of Gregory Peck, and previously of IN TIME, TWELVE, and TENNESSEE, was chosen for the role of Noah, a tortured man caught in a moral crossroads after seeing his family murdered some years ago, now cursed to see the same done to someone else’s.


“I think Ethan is doing a great job being Noah, because it’s very confusing,” says Clancy. “It’s that moment that a soldier has in battle that he has to kill somebody or be killed himself… Both circumstances are unlivable.”

For Rebecca, the film’s protagonist, the team sought an actor who could effortlessly convey a cautious optimism and evoke a vulnerable female ingénue archetype without feeling like an archetype. To that end, Anthony and the producers found the perfect fit in Rebekah Brandes, previously seen in films such as the smash festival hit BELLFLOWER and MIDNIGHT MOVIE.

“We needed an actress who could hold her own around very different acting personas—Ethan Peck, Jennifer Stone, Anne and James, and Clancy… And Rebekah rose to the challenge,” said Michael. “She could be fragile or she could be powerful, depending on what was called for.”


Rounding out the cast was the talented young Carter Cabassa (previously seen in FLIGHT) in the role of Christopher and Wayne Pere (THE INFORMANT, CREATURE, LAY THE FAVORITE) in the role of Mason.


“[Carter] came in and he just nailed it… He was very real. When he read the scene where he’s been attacked by the monster, and he’s begging for help, but no one could save him, it was gut-wrenching. We all knew it. He was perfect. He was signed,” said Rob.


“On screen, the very first day, these actors bonded. Instantly, you looked at them, and you knew, here is our family,” says Michael. “Unfortunately, they’re all going to meet their terrible demise, but here they are!”


Production commenced in May of 2012 just north of New Orleans, Louisiana, in a town called Covington. With a picaresque Main Street and a small-town feel just north of Lake Pontchartrain, the “Nothing Left to Fear” team set up shop inside of an old art gallery downtown. Covington was a stand-in for Stull, all tall trees and vintage storefronts, with a Norman Rockwellian spirit that kept the cast and crew in the moment.


“The producers came to James and I and they said, ‘We found this perfect town!’ And I have to say, they’re right. You want to be here so badly… There’s no way that you’re going to think the Devil is going to come,” said Anne.

Behind the camera, director of photography Martin Coppen, responsible for decades of classic music videos for artists such as Marilyn Manson, Outkast, 30 Seconds to Mars, and even Britney Spears, worked alongside Anthony to capture the feel of a community hiding a dark secret. “Martin brought a totally unique do-it-yourself expertise that solved more than a few tricky set-ups during production. He and Anthony were the perfect duo,” said Rob.


Accentuating the town’s vibe as a slice of perfection was production designer Deborah Riley, previously of NIM’S ISLAND, 21 GRAMS, and most recently GAME OF THRONES, as well as costume designer Jo Kissack Folsom, who had been a key costumer on THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN and BONES. To populate the town, the producers turned to Louisiana-based casting director Brent Caballero of KILLER JOE and THE VIRGINITY HIT. The final piece of the puzzle was co-producer Jack Murray of PUNISHER: WAR ZONE and MY BLOODY VALENTINE, who helped oversee the Louisiana production alongside the producers.


Over the course of the 20-day shoot, the team drew closer to shooting its pivotal third act, where a monstrous, transformed Mary wreaks havoc on her family and the town. Preparing for Mary’s transformation was Mike Elizalde’s Spectral Motion and their practical-effects wizards, who had previously done work on LOOPER, X-MEN: FIRST CLASS, and DON’T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK.


“One of the most important aspects of this movie was getting the monster to be really, really effective, and very real, and creatively different, and original,” said Slash. “A memorable monster that really sits in your psyche and sticks with you… As much as I love music, this is a thing that I’ve never gotten involved with before that I’ve always loved. The monster.”

Combining state-of-the-art technology and classic techniques, they created Mary’s many nightmarish variations based on Anthony’s sketches and input.


To edit the film, Anthony and the producers approached venerable editor Howard Smith, whose deep experience included films such as THE ABYSS and POINT BREAK to more recent films such as THE COLLECTOR and BLADE: TRINITY. With a careful eye and an instinctual sense of pacing, Howard was faced with a movie that, in theory, should start cautiously and ramp up into a thrill ride. Easier said than done? Not for Howard, who executed this tricky progression without any difficulty.


The producers knew from the outset that the film would need a heavyweight for special effects, which made the addition of Prime Focus Limited a smashing coup. Having delivered special effects for films such as SUCKER PUNCH, TRON: LEGACY, G.I. JOE: THE RISE OF COBRA, THE TWILIGHT SAGA: ECLIPSE and NEW MOON, the artists at Prime Focus worked hand-in-hand with Anthony to bring to life many of the important supernatural elements of the film.


Sound design was handled at SonicPool Hollywood, a long-running sound facility, which had previously contributed to films such as THE DICTATOR, BOONDOCK SAINTS II: ALL SAINTS DAY, and KILLER MOVIE.


As the film’s final cut came into place, work began in earnest on a chilling score, composed by Slash and Nicholas O’Toole, who had previously worked on THE PHILOSOPHERS, HOW TO BE A SERIAL KILLER, and FAST GIRL. 


“Writing for movies brings out a side of me that you won’t necessarily hear in any of my rock-and-roll records,” said Slash. “When I sit down and concentrate on scoring a movie, I do things that I otherwise wouldn’t do.” 

Simultaneously, Slash wrote an original song to accompany and complement the film, working alongside artists like Nicholas O’Toole and singer Myles Kennedy.

“I would really love for people to walk out of the theater feeling satisfied that they’d seen something that wasn’t insulting their intelligence. That it was a unique story. Not something that they’ve seen or heard a million times… To walk away having a conversation,” said Slash. “And maybe feeling a bit uneasy.”


From beginning to end, Slash, Michael, and Rob, alongside Anthony, brought a classic-yet-new sensibility to horror cinema. At its heart, NOTHING LEFT TO FEAR was a film filled with scares, dread, and jumps; this was an old-fashioned chiller built on the bricks of raw, visceral emotion, where the only thing more terrifying than seeing people die… is hoping they don’t. As a new chapter in American folklore, the small, yet deep world of Stull, Kansas proved to be the perfect place to lay the foundation of Slasher Films.
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CAST

Clancy Brown

This prolific and versatile actor emerged from the fertile Chicago theatrical scene of the early 1980's. Roles such as "Jean" in August Strindberg's Miss Julie; "Aaron" in Shakespeare's Titus Andronicus; and "Geisler" in Glen DeCoasta's A Constant Wish brought him to the attention of critics and audiences alike. His film debut as "Viking" in Bad Boys' starring little known actor Sean Penn, brought him to the attention of Hollywood. 

it is hard to say for which roles Mr. Brown is best known as his career has been both distinguished and quirky.  Legions of Highlander fans know him as the prototype immortal villain "Kurgan" in the initial film that grew into a franchise.  Then there is the ferocious "Captain Hadley" in the multiple Oscar® Nominated The Shawshank Redemption.  And on television Clancy found fans with his portrayal of the 1934 preacher, Brother Justin Crowe, on HBO’s Emmy® award winning series, Carnivale.

His films have crossed the genres from thrillers (Pathfinder, Blue Steel; Pet Sematary 2) to true-life drama (Desperate Rescue; Love, Lies and Murder; The Man Who Broke 1000 Chains); from family films (The Spongebob Squarepants Movie, Flubber) to social dramas (Normal, The Laramie Project); from action dramas (Cowboys and Aliens, The Guardian, Starship Troopers; Extreme Prejudice; Shoot to Kill) to animation (Spongebob Squarepants; The Justice League; Super Robot Monkey). And some of his work defies conventional classification (The Bride; Cast a Deadly Spell; and cult favorite The Adventures of Buckaroo Bonzai).

In 2012 Clancy appeared in Vanity Fair’s March issue celebrating Hollywood’s great character actors, and he’ll be on the big screen with five different independent feature films all slated to arrive in theatres in 2013.

Clancy was born in the rural southwestern Ohio town of Urbana, where his family still lives and operates the local newspaper. He attended Northwestern University on a track scholarship and remains an active alumnus. He was married to television news producer, Jeanne Johnson in 1993 and is the proud father of a daughter and son. 

ANNE HECHE

Anne Heche has proven herself as an exceptional actress in film, television, and stage.  Her talents have earned her critical praise, as well as, both Tony and Emmy award nominations.  

Heche was recently seen in the dark comedy, “Arthur Newman, Golf Pro,” opposite Colin Firth and Emily Blunt.  Heche plays ‘Mina,’ ‘Arthurs’ (Firth) girlfriend. The film premiered at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival.  

Next month, Heche will star in the independent feature film, “That’s What She Said.”  The film will be released on video-on demand on September 25, 2012 with a theatrical and National video-on-demand release date of October 19, 2012.  

On the small screen, Heche will next star in and produce, “Save Me,” an NBC comedy television series that John Scott Shepherd (“Life or Something Like It,” “Joe Something”) writes with Scott Winant (“Californiacation”) directing.  Neal Moritz (“The Fast and the Furious,” “I am Legend,” “Fast Five”) and Vivian Cannon (“The Big C”) are executive producing.   “Save Me” centers on a woman (Heche) who, after an accident, starts to believe that she is channeling God. This will be a 2013 mid-season show. 

Prior to “Save Me,” Heche starred in the HBO comedy- series “Hung,”  opposite Thomas Jane and Jane Adams.  The show premiered on June 28, 2009 and had a three-season run.

Earlier this year, Heche was seen in Millennium Pictures’ “Rampart” alongside Woody Harrelson, Steve Buscemi, Sigourney Weaver and Ben Foster.  The film premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival in September and was screened in November at the American Film Institute (AFI Film Festival).  The film was released on November 25, 2011 in New York and Los Angeles and wide on February 12, 2012. 

Last year, Heche was seen in TNT’s “Silent Witness” opposite Dermot Mulroney and prior to that, Heche appeared in the Lifetime Original movie, “Girl-Fight,” opposite James Tupper and Jodelle Ferland. In 2005, Heche appeared in the Lifetime movie, “Fatal Desire” and the Hallmark Channel’s holiday movie “Silver Bells” on CBS, which was seen by over 16 million viewers.   In 2004, Heche starred in the ABC series “Men in Trees” as a female relationship guru who moves to Alaska.  Also in 2004, Heche earned her first primetime Emmy Award nomination for her portrayal of a drug-addicted mother in the Lifetime Television, original movie “Gracie’s Choice” alongside Diane Ladd. She has created memorable characters in several guest starring performances on hit shows including “Nip/Tuck,” “Everwood,” “Ally McBeal” and HBO’s telefilm, “If These Walls Could Talk,” directed by Cher.  

On the big screen, Heche’s film credits include “Cedar Rapids” alongside Sigourney Weaver, John C. Reilly and Ed Helms, “Spread” opposite Ashton Kutcher, “Birth” with Nicole Kidman and Lauren Bacall, Agnieska Holland’s “The Third Miracle” opposite Ed Harris, “The Juror” with Demi Moore and Alec Baldwin, “Walking and Talking,” “The Wild Side,” “Twist of Fate,” Pie in the Sky,” “Milk Money” with Melanie Griffith, “The Investigator,“ “I’ll Do Anything,” “John Q” opposite Christina Ricci, “Six Days Seven Nights” alongside Harrison Ford, “Volcano,” “Psycho” with Vince Vaughn and Julianne Moore, “Auggie Rose” alongside Jeff Goldblum, and she achieved critical acclaim for her role in “Donnie Brasco.”  In 1997, Heche won The National Board of Review Award for Best Supporting Actress for Barry Levinson’s “Wag the Dog,” in which appeared opposite Robert DeNiro and Dustin Hoffman.  

In 2002, Heche made her Broadway debut in the critically acclaimed production of the Tony Award-winning play “Proof.”  She garnered rave reviews from theatre critics and the show was extended, making it one of the longest running non-musical plays in recent history.  She triumphantly returned to Broadway in the Roundabout Theater stage production of “Twentieth Century” in 2004.  Her critically acclaimed performance opposite Alec Baldwin earned her a Tony Award nomination for Best Lead Actress in a Play.
Also a writer and director, Heche wrote and directed a short feature entitled “Reaching Normal,” for Showtime’s “First Director Series,” as well as the second installment of “If These Walls Could Talk II.” 

Heche resides in Los Angeles with her family.  

Rebekah Brandes

Rebekah Brandes left her home in Baltimore, Maryland for Hollywood at 18 to attend the renowned American Academy of Dramatic Arts. After graduating she soon began appearing on TV shows such as NCIS, Criminal Minds, Greek and the The Forgotten, but it was the film world that really pulled her in.  In 2008, Rebekah booked her first starring role in the horror film ‘Midnight Movie’ where she not only gained a great cult following, but also received a best actress nomination for the Chicago Horror Film Festival.  Soon after, Rebekah gained massive attention and was named a "Nymphette with a .45" by Variety for performance in ‘Bellflower’, a one-of-a-kind independent movie that Rolling Stone called “a thing of toxic beauty”, and won audiences over at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival. 

Rebekah continues to thrive with captivating roles in the independent film world.  Thrilled to be a part of ‘Nothing to Fear’, she can also be seen in the soon to be released films ‘April Apocalypse’ with Reece Thompson,  ‘The Romance of Lonliness’ and 'Fluidic', a sci-fi thriller. She is also very excited to be in pre-production for the title role in the private eye, supernatural brainchild of Louis Deorge, entitled "Mina Monroe: Gemini Rising."

An avid animal rights activist, Rebekah has three dogs and enjoys hiking, music, crafts and comedy. 

ETHAN PECK

Up and coming young actor, Ethan Peck, was born March 2,1986 in Los Angeles. He attended private schools in North Hollywood where he excelled in sports - football, track, lacrosse, karate - and played classical cello in the school orchestra. In 2004 he left Los Angeles to attend Tisch School of the Arts at NYU and study drama in the Experimental Program. He continues studying his craft attending a class weekly in Los Angeles under the auspice of Sandy Marshall. 

Ethan began his professional career at the age of 7 appearing in TV commercials. At 9 he played Jimmy Smits’s son in the cable film, MARSHALL LAW followed in 1999 by PASSPORT TO PARIS opposite Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen. Throughout school and university he continued to act with TV appearances on CHARLIE GRACE, THE DREW CAREY SHOW, THE O’KEEFE’S and as Young Kelso in a recurring role on THAT 70’S SHOW.  The TV role that brought Ethan prominence was the role of Patrick Verona on the ABC Family series, 10 THINGS I HATE ABOUT YOU, a role that had brought acclaim to Heath Ledger in the same title film. Moving away from Ledger’s version, Ethan brought his own take on the character appearing in 20 episodes.


Alongside TV work Ethan continued to build a film career. In 2008 he starred opposite Mariah Carey in TENNESSEE, a performance that earned him praise in a Tribeca review. Following it’s Tribeca Film Festival debut Joel Keller at cinematical.com wrote, "Peck, in his first film role, is remarkable as Ellis.” That same year, opposite Bebe Neuwirth and Peter Coyote, he took on the role of Sailor in ADOPT A SAILOR. This performance won him the 2009 Sonoma International Film Festival Best Actor Award. One reviewer noted, “Ethan Peck’s performance [as Sailor] is a revelation.” The next year he appeared as bad boy Sean in Joel Schumacher’s TWELVE then followed with Andre in Jon Turteltaub’s THE SORCERER’S APPRENTICE. In 2011, after completing work as body guard, Constantin, on Andre Niccol’s IN TIME, he appeared on GOSSIP GIRL recurring as David O. Russell’s assistant opposite Blake Lively. Film work for 2011 also included lead roles in Richard Gray’s thriller, MINE GAMES, and the romantic lead, James in Maria Matteoli’s  THE WINE OF SUMMER. TV beckoned once again in 2012 when he was cast as the romantic lead, Prince Maxon, in the CW pilot THE SELECTION. At this time he also began Voice Over work for the video game HALO, voicing Gabriel Thorne on the Spartan Ops episodes. Ethan is currently in post-production on NOTHING TO FEAR, where he stars opposite Anne Heche and Clancy Brown. Directed by Anthony Leonardi lll, NOTHING TO FEAR is a thriller which Guns N’ Roses guitarist Slash is producing through his Slasher Films production company.  As 2013 unfolds, Ethan begins pre-production as the lead in BLANK NATION, an independent film about the punk rock world and live streaming on the internet.

As the grandson of Hollywood legend, Gregory Peck, one may assume Ethan Peck has very big shoes to fill. There will be comparisons, but clearly this talented young man  moves forth on his own as he continues to build an impressive career while very much inhabiting his own shoes leaving his own individual footprints.   

Los Angeles, January 2013

JENNIFER STONE

Jennifer Stone is most well known for her role of ‘Harper’ on the Emmy Award winning Disney Channel series, ‘Wizards of Waverly Place’ and has since begin transitioning into a viable adult actor in such shows as ‘Body of Proof’ and the upcoming film ‘Nothing to Fear’.

 

Born February 12, 1993 in Arlington, Texas, Stone began her stage career at the age of six after many hours of watching her brother rehearse for community theater productions.  By the time she was eight, she signed with an agent and began auditioning for commercials and voice over work booking jobs.

 

Her break-in to the theatrical side of the business came when she won the role as the great-niece of Robert Duvall and Michael Caine's characters in the critically acclaimed 2003 feature film "Secondhand Lions."  Being a gifted dramatic talent as well as comedic, Jennifer has guest starred in such popular dramas as "Without A Trace" and "House."  Recently, Stone reprised her role as 'Harper' in a reunion special set to air in the near future and lent her voice to the Disney Channel animated series “Phineas & Ferb.” 

 

When not working, she enjoys sports including rock climbing, ice skating, tennis, and many forms of dance.  She also enjoys drawing, creating her own fashion style, and spending time with her friends.  With her wonderful portrayal as a loyal friend on the "Wizards of Waverly Place" series, fans have grown to view Stone as their own 'loyal friend' and are turning to her for advice in her monthly column in Tiger Beat and Bop magazine.

JAMES TUPPER

With his ruggedly handsome, all-American good looks and school boy charm, Canadian-born actor, JAMES TUPPER, named one of TV Guide’s Sexiest Stars and US Weekly’s Sexiest TV Men, is without a doubt making his mark on Hollywood’s film industry. The soft spoken heartbreaker, best known for his roles on the small screen in ABC’s “Men in Trees” and NBC’s “Mercy,” currently stars as Emily Van Camp’s deceased father, David Clarke on ABC’s hit series “Revenge,” where the whole series revolves around Emily’s vengeance to those who betrayed her father. He also recently signed on for the coveted role of ‘Richard Deaver’ in Jerry Bruckheimer’s highly anticipated NBC drama pilot “The Secret Lives of Husbands and Wives.”  
Tupper will return to the big screen this December in PLAYING FOR KEEPS alongside Gerard Butler, Jessica Biel, Uma Thurman, Catherine Zeta-Jones, and Dennis Quaid. Next up, Tupper can be seen starring alongside Maggie Grace, Aaron Paul, and Helen Hunt in DECODING ANNIE PARKER. Directed by Steven Bernstein, the film tells the heart-wrenching story of Annie Parker, a sharp witted, funny and irrepressible young woman who watches her mother, then sister, fall victim to breast cancer. Tupper will also star in the 2013 horror flick NOTHING TO FEAR, alongside Clancy Brown, Ethan Peck, and Anne Heche. Directed by Anthony Leonardi III, the film is based on an actual town of Stull, Kansas, which is surrounded by Internet folklore proclaiming the town to be one of the seven gateways to Hell, marks the producing debut of Guns ‘N Roses guitarist Slash and his new horror label Slasher Films.
No stranger to the small screen, Tupper is best known for his roles as the sinfully sexy wildlife biologist, ‘Jack Slattery’ on ABC’s “Men in Trees,” and as the sultry home-wrecking war hero, ‘Dr. Chris Sands,’ on NBC’s medical drama, “Mercy.” Tupper also recurred as the sexy ‘Dr. Andrew Perkins’ on ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy,” and as the loveable philanthropist ‘Owen’ on ABC’s “Samantha Who.” Tupper also starred alongside his real-life sweetheart, Anne Heche, in Lifetime’s GIRL FIGHT.

On the big screen, Tupper starred as ‘Rick,’ the eco-fanatic boyfriend of Popper’s ex-wife (Gugino) opposite Jim Carrey in the live-action family comedy film MR. POPPER’S PENGUINS, based on Richard and Florence Atwater’s children’s book “Penguins.” He also starred opposite Zac Efron and Claire Danes as the title character’s best friend, in the screen-adaptation of the best-selling novel by Robert Kaplow, ME AND ORSON WELLES. As ‘Joseph Cotton,’ right-hand man to Orson Welles, Tupper commands universal attention in this 1930s mega-film chronicling Welles’ making of the play, “Julius Caesar.” 

Tupper, however, did not always aspire to be an actor. Born and raised just north of New England in Nova Scotia, Canada, he describes his hometown as a place with old-fashioned charm. Growing up with four brothers and sisters, he played street hockey and learned carpentry from his father and grandfather. Tupper was devoted to football throughout childhood, and in high school played on the varsity team. After graduating high school, Tupper traveled to London and Africa, finally residing in the foothills of Mount Kenya where he worked on a locally-owned coffee and tea farm.

Inspired by his experiences, he started and successfully ran the Blue Shoe Theatre Company upon his return home, which toured Nova Scotia schools with a play about fitting in and feeling different. The money he made helped fund his education, first at Concordia University in Montreal and then at Rutgers University in New Jersey where he received a Masters in Fine Arts.

After Rutgers, Tupper moved to New York where he was immediately spotted by talent agents and managers. While there, he produced and starred in the off-Broadway play “After the Rain,” which won the Moliere Prize in Paris the same year.  Tupper has been adding to his body of work ever since.

While building homes with the carpentry skills he acquired during his childhood, Tupper was also constructing an impressive acting resume that includes roles in nationally recognized shows that include “How I Met Your Mother,” “CSI: New York,” “Gilmore Girls,” “Time of Your Life,” and “Dr. Vegas.” Tupper’s career-launching role in JOE DIRT led the ruggedly handsome actor to a star role in the critically-acclaimed independent film, PEROXIDE PASSION, for which he won the Toronto Planet Indie Film Festival’s Best Actor Award.  Tupper also starred in the Hallmark Channel’s original movie LOVE’S ABIDING JOY, written and directed by Michael Landon, Jr. of “Little House on the Prairie” fame. Other star roles for Tupper have included the independent films FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE, playing the son-in-law of Florence Henderson, and the biopic WHO FLEW?, playing legendary novelist “Ken Kesey” during his time spent writing the award-winning “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” (the directorial debut of Ryan Hurst). Tupper enjoyed a starring role alongside Hollywood elite Sissy Spacek and Alfred Woodard in “Pictures of Hollis Woods” for CBS and the Hallmark Channel. In addition to star roles, Tupper co-conceived and wrote LOUDMOUTH SOUP, a fully-improvised film about actors trying to make it in Hollywood, which was released in 2005.  

On top of taking on television and film roles, Tupper continues to pursue his passion for the stage. He has performed in “King Lear” opposite James Gammon and “The Things We Do For Love” at the Odyssey Theatre in Los Angeles.  

When not on set, the loving father of two (Homer and Atlas) and partner of Anne Heche enjoys spending time with his family, cruising around the streets of Los Angeles on his Vespa, jogging, carpentry, playing the guitar, bird-watching and vintage cars. In August 2012, the health conscious couple launched a wildly popular line of mineral powder sun block for kids, affectionately titled ‘Tickle Time’ (http://www.tickletimesunblock.com). 

DIRECTOR - ANTHONY LEONARDI III 
Anthony Leonardi III was born into the fourth generation of a movie making family. He attended the California Institute of the Arts, majoring in Character Animation/ Film. After completing numerous live action films and two animated shorts, one of which was sold to Film Roman, he moved on to work as a freelance conceptual artist for feature films.  Working directly with top directors and producers, his artistic abilities were quickly recognized and Anthony was given the opportunity to work on many high-profile studio projects including ALEXANDER, CONSTANTINE, and SUSPECT ZERO, where he served as Lead Designer. 

With this experience, Anthony then entered the American Film Institute Conservatory as a Directing Fellow.  His thesis film EXISTENCE was supported by Gore Verbinski, Jonathan Sanger, Paula Wagner, E. Elias Merhige, and Dariusz Wolski and won the AFI Best New Director award that year. EXISTENCE played at top film festivals around the world, including Cannes, Palm Springs and The Los Angeles Short Film Festival, garnering several awards. His music video for the Interscope Records band Imagine Dragons was recently nominated for an MTV Video Music Award for Best Rock Video.

Anthony has sold the graphic novel DREAMNAPPERS, which he is attached to direct, to Blind Wink with Gore Verbinski Executive Producing, and is attached to direct LIGHTHOUSE AT THE END OF THE WORLD for producer Jonathan Sanger.

EDUCATION 

BFA 

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF THE ARTS 

MAJOR: CHARACTER ANIMATION 

MFA

AMERICAN FILM INSTITUTE 

MAJOR: DIRECTING 

CREDITS

2011 
LONE RANGER Storyboard artist, Director Gore Verbinski

2010 
47 RONIN Creature designer / Storyboard artist, Director Carl Rinsch

2010 
WATER FOR ELEPHANTS Storyboard artist, Director Francis Lawrence

2009 
RANGO Story board/ Concept artist, Director Gore Verbinski

2009 
BIO SHOCK Story board/ Concept artist, Director Gore Verbinski

2006 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN 3 Story Board/ Concept artist, Director Gore Verbinski

2006 
EXISTENCE Director, Writer

2004 
GLORY ROAD Costume Illustrator, Director James Gartner

2004 
CONSTANTINE Creature Designer, Director Francis Lawrence

2003 
THE MIRACLE Story Board Artist, Director Gavin O Connor

2002-4 
SUSPECT ZERO Lead Conceptual Designer, Director Elias Merhige

2002-3 
ALEXANDER Costume Illustrator, Director Oliver Stone

WRITER – JONATHAN MILLS 
Adopted by an amazing family at birth, Jonathan grew up in South Carolina and later Washington State. He also spent many years in Alaska, where Jonathan, alongside his family, built a log cabin and commercially fished for salmon. As a teen, Jonathan’s family finally settled in the mountains of Sun Valley, Idaho, where they remain today. In H.S. Jonathan studied and performed summer stock theater at ACT in San Francisco and worked on local theater productions in Sun Valley alongside actors like, the late David Hemmings and Adam West. He also became a sponsored snowboarder, competing throughout the inter-mountain west.

Jonathan went on to attend NYU’s prestigious Tisch School of the Arts where he received his BFA in Film. After successfully completing his scholastic and ‘life’ studies in NY, he immediately moved to Los Angeles to pursue a full-time career in the film and television business. Upon leaving New York, his mentor, Sam Pollard (Editor, 4 Little Girls) said, ‘Don’t forget, Jonathan, it takes ten years to be an overnight success.’ It took even longer than that.

 

After moving to Los Angeles, Jonathan gained valuable experience working in production. Later, as an assistant, he worked for companies including CBS, Alliance Atlantis and Home Box Office where he was the Executive Assistant to the President of Distribution. After leaving HBO, he moved into features, going to work for Pandemonium Films and producer Bill Mechanic, the former Chairman of Fox Films and producer of the 2010 Academy Awards. 

 

From development through distribution Jonathan’s industry experience eventually allowed him to pursue a full time creative career as a writer. Jonathan can be found on twitter @JWCM

 

PRODUCERS 

SLASH

As a musician, artist, philanthropist, and iconic rock figure, SLASH has amassed album sales nearing an astounding 100 million copies along with a Grammy Award and seven Grammy nominations, plus countless other accolades, accomplishments and acknowledgements, Time magazine named Slash #2, behind Jimi Hendrix, on its “The Ten Best Electric Guitar Players of All-Time.” 
The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee marked another career milestone this July when he was honored with his own Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. SLASH’s star is located directly in front of the Hard Rock Café on Hollywood Blvd.  In 2007, SLASH was inducted into Hollywood’s RockWalk (in front of Guitar Center in Hollywood) alongside his idols Jimmy Page and Jimi Hendrix. 
An original member of iconic rock band Guns N’ Roses, SLASH helped the band create signature sounds like the guitar riff of #1 hit “Sweet Child o’ Mine” and “Welcome To The Jungle.” 
After leaving the band, SLASH went on to critical acclaim in his personal project Slash’s Snakepit, and global success with the supergroup Velvet Revolver.  He has been widely sought after by the biggest musicians of all time, performing with everyone from Michael Jackson to Stevie Wonder to Ray Charles.  SLASH’s self-titled biography critically well-received, climbed the bestseller list in both the U.S. and U.K. hitting #8 on the NY Times Bestsellers list. Guitar Hero used SLASH’s image and music, producing an installment that shattered previous gaming records while opening the floodgates to a whole new generation of fans. SLASH landed on the top of the charts with his first true solo album, Slash (2010). 
In February 2011, he performed at the Super Bowl XLV half time show, seen by more than 106 million people, becoming the most-watched program in U.S. television history (Nielsen Co.) for that year. SLASH Featuring Myles Kennedy and The Conspirators--Myles Kennedy (vocals), Brent Fitz (drums) and Todd Kerns (bass)--recently released their new album APOCALYPTIC LOVE (May 22, 2012). APOCALYPTIC LOVE stormed onto the Billboard Top 200 Albums Chart at #4, marking the top rock debut for that week. The disc also hit #1 Independent Albums Chart and #1 Hard Music Albums Chart. 
“You’re A Lie” the hard-driving first single off the new album reached #1 Active Rock, marking SLASH’s first ever solo #1 hit at radio. All songs on APOCALYPTIC LOVE--released on SLASH’s own Dik Hayd International, and distributed through EMI Label Services--were written together by SLASH and Myles Kennedy. 
SLASH and his band, including touring guitarist Frank Sidoris, will tour throughout 2012 and beyond. The group launched a summer headlining tour of the U.S. and Canada in July. They’ll follow that up with another U.S. headlining tour starting September 4 in San Diego, CA and wrapping October 3 in Los Angeles, CA. Ticket info is available at http://slashonline.com/tour/ and www.slashonline.com.

Alison Palmer 
For nearly a decade, Alison served as vice president of documentaries and features at IFC.  During this time, she executive produced critically acclaimed non-fiction features including THIS FILM IS NOT YET RATED, an expose on the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) ratings system from Academy Award® nominated director Kirby Dick; Z CHANNEL: A MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION, directed by Xan Cassavetes; and A DECADE UNDER THE INFLUENCE, directed by Richard LaGravenese and Ted Demme, which was nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Nonfiction Special in 2004 and won the 2003 National Board of Review William K. Everson Award for Film History. Alison also executive produced IFC’s Emmy-nominated series DINNER FOR FIVE, created and hosted by director Jon Favreau.

In 2007, Alison partnered with NYC based producer Lemore Syvan on a variety of films, including writer/director Rebecca Miller’s THE PRIVATE LIVES OF PIPPA LEE, with Robin Wright, Alan Arkin and Keanu Reeves leading an all-star cast; COACH from director Will Frears starring Hugh Dancy; and HENRY’S CRIME, starring Keanu Reeves, James Caan and Vera Farmiga.  Most recently, Alison produced GENERATION UM… alongside Caroline Kaplan, from writer/director Mark L Mann, starring Keanu Reeves and Adelaide Clemens.

Currently, Alison is Executive Producer at Slasher Films, a horror label conceived by legendary guitarist Slash and the producing team of Rob Eric and Academy Award® winning producer Michael Williams (THE FOG OF WAR). Their first film, NOTHING TO FEAR, starring Clancy Brown and Anne Heche, directed by Anthony Leonardi III, will spearhead the shingle’s focus on producing edgy, contemporary high-brow horror/thrillers when it begins principal photography in late spring of 2012.

Todd Dagres 

Todd Dagres is a Founder and General Partner of Spark Capital.  With over $1.5 billion under management, Spark Capital is a Venture Capital Partnership focused on the convergence of Technology and Media.  The Firm's investments include: Twitter, Tumblr, Wayfair, Four Square, Admeld, Adapt.tv, Next New Networks, 1stDibs, and OMGPOP.

Todd was previously a General Partner at Battery Ventures. During his tenure there, he led investments in Akamai Technologies (NASDAQ:AKAM), Broadbus (acquired by Motorola), Redstone (acquired by Siemans),  Qtera (acquired by Nortel Networks) and XCOM (acquired by Level 3 Communications) among others.

Todd has been named to the Forbes Midas List of top Venture Capitalists multiple times and is a frequent speaker and writer on issues such as Social Networking, E-commerce, Mobile Communications, Digital Hollywood, and Venture Capital.  

Prior to Battery Ventures, Todd held positions at Montgomery Securities, Smith Barney/Robinson Humphrey, and Digital Equipment Corporation.

Todd has produced several feature films including Pretty Persuasion and Transsiberian both of which were featured at the Sundance Film Festival.   A Production Company he helped start produced Rock of Ages and Barry Munday.   He also founded the Face of an Angel Foundation for Children with Vascular Lesions.

Todd holds B.S. in psychology from Trinity College and an MBA from Boston University.
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