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SYNOPSIS
In her much-anticipated foray into the horror-thriller genre, Golden Globe and Emmy nominee Taylor Schilling stars in THE PRODIGY as a mother named Sarah whose young son Miles’ disturbing behavior signals that an evil, possibly supernatural force has overtaken him. Fearing for her family’s safety, Sarah must choose between her maternal instinct to love and protect Miles and a desperate need to investigate what – or who – is causing his dark turn. She is forced to look for answers in the past, taking the audience on a wild ride; one where the line between perception and reality becomes frighteningly blurry. 
LONG SYNOPSIS
From Vertigo Releasing comes the mind-bending thrill ride THE PRODIGY, directed by genre auteur Nicholas McCarthy (The Pact, At the Devil’s Door) and written by master horror scribe Jeff Buhler (2019’s Pet Sematary), who also serves as an executive producer.

In her much-anticipated foray into the horror-thriller genre, Emmy and Golden-Globe nominated – and SAG-award-winning – actress Taylor Schilling stars as a mother named Sarah whose young son Miles’ disturbing behavior signals that an evil, possibly supernatural force has overtaken him. Fearing for her and her husband’s safety, Sarah must set aside her maternal instinct to love and protect Miles in favor of investigating what – or who – is causing his violent actions. She is forced to look for answers in the past, taking the audience on a wild ride; one where the line between perception and reality becomes frighteningly blurry.
THE PRODIDGY’S key characters and cast are: Sarah Blume, played by Schilling (Orange Is the New Black, The Overnight), Miles, played by Jackson Robert Scott (It, Fear the Walking Dead,), Sarah’s husband John Blume, played by Peter Mooney (Burden of Truth, Rookie Blue) and psychologist Dr. Arthur Jacobson, played by Colm Feore (The Chronicles of Riddick, Thor).

Tripp Vinson (The Rite, The Exorcism of Emily Rose) serves as lead producer on the film with an original score by Joseph Bishara (The Conjuring and Insidious franchises). 

Vertigo Releasing presents THE PRODIGY, coming to UK cinemas on 15th March, 2019. 
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
From Inspiration to Execution

THE PRODIGY marks the third feature directed by Nicholas McCarthy, best known for the critically-acclaimed The Pact. A self-admitted horror fanatic, McCarthy says his love for the genre was born when he watched The Exorcist for the first time (without his parents’ permission).  William Friedkin’s classic would become a major influence on McCarthy’s approach to Jeff Buhler’s script for THE PRODIGY, which boasts a similarly thrilling take on an uncommon love between mother and child.

“So many of my favorite horror films have been about women,” McCarthy said in 2014. “Mia Farrow in Rosemary’s Baby; Ellen Burstyn in The Exorcist. And even though [The Exorcist] is kind of a chamber piece and has a couple of… strong male characters, I always responded to Ellen’s character. I think at some point when we were editing At the Devil’s Door, I realized that I had done the thing I did in my first movie which is: essentially make a movie all about women and the only men who appear in it are these kind of idiots or bastards, you know? I don’t really know where it comes from. I [had] a conversation with someone about male-centric horror films and I was trying to think of one…Is there a horror movie about a man that you love?”

For the role of Sarah Blume, McCarthy knew they needed to attach an artist who had equal parts performance chops and a passion for the material. Enter Taylor Schilling, the critically-acclaimed star of Netflix’s Orange is the New Black, who was about to take a hiatus-vacation to India when her reps encouraged her to read THE PRODIGY. 

“I instantly wanted to do it,” says Schilling. “It was so fun. I couldn’t put it down. I read it in 45 minutes. It was exhilarating.” 

The second and equally important casting challenge facing the filmmakers was securing a young actor who could convincingly play Miles Blume. Few performers stood out more than Jackson Robert Scott, now famous for his incredible turn as Georgie in Warner Bros. hit 2017 reboot of Stephen King’s It.   

McCarthy says of Scott: “When the camera is off, Jackson’s just another awesome little boy. But when it’s on, he’s like a little Leonardo DiCaprio.”
Because THE PRODIGY filmed in and around Toronto, Canada – doubling for Philadelphia, PA – there wasn’t a better fit to play Sarah’s husband John than local actor Peter Mooney, known for his role as Nick Collins on the hit Canadian drama Rookie Blue. “John is an interesting character because he is, in a way, a co-star in Sarah and Miles’ world,” says McCarthy. “And what Peter did so well was find his own voice in John in the many challenging and emotionally-charged scenes he has acting opposite Jackson.”

Filling out the key cast in the crucial role of Dr. Arthur Jacobson is renowned actor Colm Feore, with whom producer Tripp Vinson had previously worked on The Exorcism of Emily Rose, and whom he was eager to cast again. And it’s easy to see why: Fiore, a Boston-born Canadian, is one of the most respected, veteran character actors working today, having amassed more than 150 credits in the last 35 years.

Producer’s Vision

For Tripp Vinson, making THE PRODIGY was a natural extension of his work in a genre that had become a formidable presence in the marketplace since his breakout hit The Exorcism of Emily Rose in 2005.

Like McCarthy, Vinson’s passion for horror films started early. “As a moviegoer, I’d always been attracted to the genre and some of the most interesting directors – Steven Spielberg and James Cameron for two – come from it. You get to work with really talented people. And it’s fun to scare the audience.” 

Though careful to avoid any potential spoilers, Vinson says THE PRODIGY’S third act, expertly crafted by Buhler, is unique in that it required a rare fortitude from its lead actor. 

“It was kind of ballsy to try and pull this off,” he says. “Key to this was casting Taylor because of where her character goes, and the decisions she has to make. We had to find someone who could play the part with empathy and someone the audience would root for because she goes to very unexpected places in the end.” Vinson says aside from all the plot-driven twists and turns, the core (and perhaps unexpected) appeal of the film is the underlying and mysterious connection between Sarah and Miles. It’s at once impossible to imagine, and also resonant.

“All parents experience fear as related to their children,” he says. “‘Is my child going to be okay? Could he or she have some disorder?’ And even if your child is completely healthy, you still have that anxiety. One of the things we were trying to do with the story was to have the audience feel that anxiety, and then take Sarah to a very unexpected, supernatural place.”

Settling the Score

Composer Joseph Bishara has a unique approach when tackling a new composition challenge. “A lot of it for me is listening,” says Bishara, a veteran of such blockbuster franchises as The Conjuring and Insidious. “Inspiration can start with a word, or a color. Then I’ll start hearing it and the more that I can quiet myself, get out of the way and stop trying to influence it, I’ll get the initial seed.”

In the case of THE PRODIGY, says Bishara, the score’s foundation was a string section with violin, cello, bass and extended with French horn and clarinet. “That was the sound for me. That’s what I was hearing,” he says. “And the very first thing I wrote was actually a lullaby, which also serves as a major story point. Then that became another entry point to the whole score.”

Bishara echoes his colleagues’ horror fandom when talking about the genre; it’s also one that he says may have a practical use beyond entertainment. “It gives people a place to put their own personal fears for a little while. If they have something to hang those fear on, maybe other things are a bit easier to process,” he says. 

And lest fans think THE PRODIGY is another derivative spin on the “Evil Kid” trope, Bishara says that’s far from the case. “One thing I appreciate is [McCarthy’s] ability to make a very serious, dark film with a child at the center of it. You don’t often see kids getting this dark.”

CAST BIOGRAPHIES
TAYLOR SCHILLING (Sarah Blume)
Schilling is an Emmy and Golden-Globe nominated actress who currently stars in Netflix’s original series, Orange is the New Black as Piper Chapman, on whose memoir the series is based. Schilling – alongside her groundbreaking cast – has also earned three SAG Awards for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Comedy Series. It was recently announced that the forthcoming and seventh season of the series will be its last.
Other standout credits on Schilling’s diverse resume include 2015’s The Overnight opposite Adam Scott, which debuted to rave reviews at the Sundance Film Festival and was acquired by The Orchard for theatrical release. That same year, Schilling completed her limited engagement run in the Classic Stage Company production of A Month in the Country with actor Peter Dinklage. In 2012, Schilling appeared in the Oscar-winning real-life spy thriller Argo opposite actor-director Ben Affleck and with Zac Efron in Scott Hicks’ The Lucky One, based on Nicholas Sparks’ hit novel.
Schilling recently appeared in two standout 2018 features: FAM-I-L-Y directed by Laura Steinel, which premiered at South by Southwest, and The Public directed by Emilio Estevez, which opened last January.
Taylor grew up in Massachusetts and graduated in 2006 from Fordham University with a Bachelor of Arts in Acting. She entered New York University’s Graduate Acting Program, but left after her second year to star in the NBC drama, Mercy. She currently lives in New York City.
JACKSON ROBERT SCOTT (Miles Blume)
At only ten years old, Jackson Robert Scott is already a fan-favorite within the horror genre, both in film and television. He is best known for his breakthrough role in Warner Bros. hit 2018 remake of Stephen King’s It as the iconic character of Georgie, who meets Pennywise the Clown in the film’s terrifying opening sequence. Scott went on to land a series regular role in the forthcoming Netflix series Locke and Key – whose pilot was directed by It director Andy Muchietti – and has also has amassed guest-star credits on such dramas as CBS’ Criminal Minds and AMC’s Fear the Walking Dead. 
Currently in 5th grade, Scott speaks Mandarin Chinese and enjoys playing soccer, baseball and participating in his Cub Scout troupe. He resides with family in Arizona.
PETER MOONEY (John Blume) 

A familiar face in Canadian television, Mooney first garnered acclaim for his three-season stint on the popular police Rookie Blue, which ran from 2010 to 2015. He has also starred in Starz’s Camelot and guest-starred on such diverse programs as Wynonna Earp, Heroes Reborn, Republic of Doyle, Heartland, Beauty and the Beast and CSI: Miami. He was also featured in The Tower and Zos – Zone of Security and starred on Falcon Beach for two seasons. Mooney currently stars in the CBC television series Burden of Truth opposite Kristin Kreuk.

Mooney’s forays into film have included co-producing and starring in the independent film We Were Wolves, which premiered at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF). Recent film credits include the independent films Blowback, Paseo, Keely & Du and Must Kill Karl. 
An accomplished screenwriter, his short film Parachute premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival, while his first short, Method, directed by Rookie Blue co-star Gregory Smith, screened at TIFF. Mooney currently has a number of projects in active development. 

He has also headlined several live productions at Manitoba Theatre Centre, in his hometown, including: After Miss Julie, Jitters, Pride and Prejudice, Our Town, and The Tempest. Other theatre credits include Tales From Ovid (Centaur Theatre) and the Canadian premiere of The Goat or Who is Sylvia? (Great Canadian Theatre Company). Most recently he appeared in Gruesome Playground Injuries (Birdland Theatre) in Toronto.

A native of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Mooney is a graduate of the prestigious National Theatre School of Canada. He splits his time between Los Angeles and Toronto.
COLM FEORE (Arthur Jacobson) 

Feore’s versatility as a performer may not have been more on display than in 2014 when he appeared on-film in Spider-Man 2 and Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit, but also in the same year undertook one of Shakespeare’s most daunting stage roles as King Lear at North America’s leading classical theatre, the Stratford Festival. He also played the comic lead in the Restoration Comedy The Beaux’s Strategem. 

On TV, Feore is perhaps best known for his role in the seventh season of Fox’s Emmy-winning drama 24, as well as for his work in the Showtime miniseries The Borgias. He has more than 140 TV and film credits to his name, including Thirty-Two Short Films About Glenn Gould, in which he played Gould; he also had key roles in Kenneth Branagh’s Thor, Clint Eastwood’s Changeling and 2003 Best Picture Winner Chicago, which also won the 2003 SAG Award for Outstanding Performance by the Cast of a Theatrical Motion Picture. 
Feore recently wrapped The Competition written and Directed by Shelagh McLead as well as The Widow, and is currently shooting the Netflix series The Umbrella Academy. A CSA Earle Grey Award-winner, Feore was presented with the Stratford Festival Legacy Award in 2015 and is also an Officer of the Order of Canada. 
CREW BIOGRAPHIES
Nicholas McCarthy (Director)
Nicholas McCarthy’s first feature, The Pact, was produced for just $400,000 and grossed more than $7 million worldwide. In the U.K., it opened in the box office Top 5 and stayed in its position for two weeks, grossing $4 million. In America, the film was acquired by IFC Midnight, released theatrically in the summer of 2012 and has since spawned a sequel.
In the wake of the success of The Pact, Nick wrote and directed At the Devil’s Door (starring Naya Rivera, Ashley Rickards and Catalina Sandino Moreno). At the Devil’s Door premiered at South by Southwest in 2014 and was released theatrically by IFC in the summer of 2014. It was the fourth-most successful film of that year for IFC Midnight and ranks in the top 10 for all of IFC’s imprints.

In 2016, Nick premiered his film Easter at the Tribeca Film Festival, as part of Holidays, an anthology horror film featuring the brightest new voices in independent horror. Indiewire called Easter “a mini-masterclass in tension.” Horrorbuzz also praised it, saying it was “one of the most bonkers and disturbing horror stories we’ve seen in years.”
Nick earned a Media Arts degree at SUNY/Purchase College in New York where he also won the President’s Award for his 16mm film, Clay. After working on a slew of independent projects for New York independent legendary director Hal Hartley, he moved to Los Angeles to make his own movies. In L.A., Nick co-founded the Alpha 60 Film Collective, based in Echo Park. 
JEFF BUHLER (Writer/Executive Producer)
The first half of 2019 is poised to be a busy one for Jeff Buhler.
His and co-writer Sarah Thorpe’s re-imagining of the mind-bending Jacob’s Ladder (starring Michael Ealy, Nicole Behare and Jesse Williams) will be released by Mirror Releasing/LD in February, followed by what he calls his “dream project:” a feature reboot of Stephen King’s classic novel Pet Sematary (starring Jason Clarke) for Paramount Studios and set for release on April 19. Later in 2019, Buhler will see the release of Grudge, directed by Nicholas Pesce (featuring Andrew Riesborough, Betty Gilpin and John Cho).
Other forthcoming projects include: Best New Horror, based on the short story by Joe Hill for producer Gary Sanchez; Black River a supernatural thriller for Barry Films and Slash (of Guns n’ Roses); and Blood a twisted psychological thriller for producer Robert Rodriguez and Bold Films.  
Buhler became a cult favorite with his 2008 adaptation of Clive Barker’s short story The Midnight Meat Train (starring Bradley Cooper, Brooke Shields and Vinnie Jones). His directorial debut Insanitarium (starring Jesse Metcalf, Olivia Munn and Peter Stormare) was also a hit among horror fans.
For television, Buhler developed and is currently showrunning the straight-to-series adaptation of the novella Nightflyers by Game of Thrones author George R.R. Martin for SyFy and Netflix. 
TRIPP VINSON (Producer)
Tripp Vinson is a film and television producer with over 15 years of experience producing studio

and independent films. Vinson’s credits include blockbusters such as Journey to the Center of the

Earth, Journey 2: The Mysterious Island, The Rite, The Guardian and The Exorcism of Emily Rose. In

November 2011, Vinson launched his own production company, Vinson Films. Recently, Vinson

sold Rose Red, Prince Charming, and Genies to Walt Disney Pictures. Last summer, Vinson executive

produced San Andreas, which grossed $470 million worldwide.

Prior to opening Vinson Films, Vinson was a partner at Contrafilm, a New Line Cinema based

production company. The company boasts a worldwide box office gross of over $1 billion. The first

release under their banner was After the Sunset, starring Pierce Brosnan and Salma Hayek and

directed by Brett Ratner. Also produced by Contrafilm, in conjunction with Lakeshore Entertainment, was Screen Gem’s The Exorcism of Emily Rose, directed by Scott Derrickson. This film not only grossed in excess of $150 million worldwide, but was also one of the most profitable and successful films of 2005. In early 2006, Contrafilm released the CG-animated film, The Wild, for Walt Disney Pictures, which has grossed over $100 million worldwide. That fall, Contrafilm produced The Guardian for Disney’s Touchstone Pictures, starring Ashton Kutcher and Kevin Costner. In February of 2007, the company released the Jim Carrey thriller, The Number 23, starring Virginia Madsen and directed by Joel Schumacher for New Line Cinema.

Contrafilm produced Journey to the Center of the Earth, the first ever live action film to be shot

in Digital 3D. Journey was a co-production between New Line Cinema and Walden Media that grossed over $101 million domestically and $241 million internationally from its summer 2008 release. In the fall of 2008, Contrafilm released their Sundance hit Choke, through Fox Searchlight. Choke was based on the novel by acclaimed author Chuck Palahniuk, which starred Sam Rockwell and was directed by Clark Gregg. The New Line Cinema film The Rite, written by Michael Petroni, starring Sir Anthony Hopkins and Colin O’Donoghue, was released in January 2011, grossing $96 million worldwide. In the fall of 2011, What’s Your Number? was released, starring Anna Faris and Chris Evans. Journey 2: The Mysterious Island was released in February 2012, and grossed $335 million worldwide. Red Dawn was released in the fall of 2012, starring Chris Hemsworth. In 2014, Vinson executive produced the television series, Intelligence, staring Josh Holloway for CBS Entertainment. In 2018, Vinson produced The Prodigy for Orion Pictures, starring Taylor Schilling; Murder Mystery, starring Adam Sandler and Jennifer Aniston; and Ready or Not for Fox Searchlight Pictures.

A few highlights of Vinson’s current slate include: Bob The Musical set up at Walt Disney

Pictures with Michel Hazanavicius directing, Jason Micallef writing, and original music by Bret

McKenzie; Into Africa, based on the book by Martin Dugard, with Kevin MacDonald directing and E.

Max Frye adapting the screenplay; ROSE RED, set up at Walt Disney Pictures with Evan Daugherty

writing; FRUIT NINJA, written by JP Lavin and Chad Damiani, set up at New Line Pictures; Ruthless,

written by John Swetnam, with Brad Peyton directing and set up at Amblin Pictures; The Departed, a television adaptation of the Oscar winning feature, is set up with Warner Bros; I Know Who You Are, based off of a hit Spanish television format, is set up at CBS.

Tripp Vinson lives in Los Angeles California with his wife, Adriana Alberghetti and their three

children.
DANIEL BEKERMAN (Executive Producer)
Daniel Bekerman’s resume boasts wide breadth of experience producing and financing a diversity of film projects.
One of his most standout productions, The Witch – a U.S./Canada co-production— won the Best Director Award at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival, the 2017 Independent Spirit Award for Best First Feature and made major sales to Universal and A24. Bang Bang Baby, a musical directed by Cannes Residency alumnus Jeffrey St. Jules (starring Jane Levy, Justin Chatwin and Peter Stormare) won the Best First Feature Film Awards at the Toronto International Film Festival and Canadian Screen Awards. And Pay the Ghost, directed by Uli Edel and starring Nicolas Cage, was recently released theatrically across the world.

In 2016, The People Garden, written and directed by Nadia Litz (and starring Dree Hemingway and Pamela Anderson), had its world premiere at the BAFICI Buenos Aires International Festival of Independent Film. Two Lovers and a Bear, directed by Oscar nominee Kim Nguyen (and starring Tatiana Maslany and Dane DeHaan), premiered at the Cannes Film Festival’s Directors’ Fortnight section, and The Headhunter’s Calling, starring Gerard Butler, had its world premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival’s Gala section. 
Rememory (starring Peter Dinklage and the late Anton Yelchin), had its world premiere at the 2017 Sundance Film Festival. Kayak to Klemtu, directed by Zoe Hopkins premiered at ImagiNATIVE film festival in 2017, receiving the Audience Choice Award. 
Among his numerous 2018 releases were: Director Rafal Sokolowski’s 22 Chaser (starring Brian J. Smith and Raoul Trujillo), ANON, directed by Andrew Niccol (starring Amanda Seyfried and Clive Owen), How It Ends (featuring Theo James and Forest Whitaker), Every Day, directed by Michael Sucsy (starring Angourie Rice and Justice Smith) and State Like Sleep (starring Katherine Waterston and Michael Shannon). 

ETHAN LAZAR (Co-producer)
Ethan Lazar is a New York-born film producer whose experience spans independent production, film finance and distribution in Los Angeles, New York and Canada. Prior to relocating to Toronto in 2014, Ethan worked at Exclusive Media, Annapurna Pictures and Worldview Entertainment after starting his career in the mailroom at Management 360.

Ethan currently serves as producer at Scythia Films in Toronto where he develops packages and produces features while leveraging resources on both sides of the border. 
Recent credits include Backstabbing for Beginners, a Canada-Denmark co-production from director Per Fly (starring Theo James and Ben Kingsley) and The Witch, winner of the Director Prize at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival and two Independent Spirit Awards. He is also active in the Canadian production services space having recently wrapped State Like Sleep (starring Katherine Waterston & Michael Shannon).

In 2016, Ethan launched the film financing arm of Toronto-based production company Stellar Citizens, which provides bridge loans, tax credit and gap financing for feature films. He is a graduate of the College of Arts & Sciences at Vanderbilt University.
CREW CREDITS
Director - Nicholas McCarthy
Writer/Executive Producer - Jeff Buhler

Producer - Tripp Vinson

Executive Producer - Tara Farney

Executive Producer - Daniel Bekerman

Co-Producer - Etan Lazar

Director of Photography - Bridger Nielson
Composer – Joseph Bishara

Production Designer - Aidan Leroux

Art Director - Joel Richardson

Set Decorator - Shayne Fox

Props Master - Tyler Unrau

Costume Designer - Catherine Ashton

Hair Department Head - Paul Elliot

Make-Up Department Head - Jordan Samuel

VFX Supervisor - Ed Taylor

Gaffer - Randy Brown

Key Grip - Mitch Holmes

Locations Manager - Glenn Carter

Unit Publicist - Mario Tassone

Stills Photographer - Rafy & Jan Thijs
CAST CREDITS
“Sarah Blume” - Taylor Schilling

“Miles Blume” - Jackson Robert Scott
“Arthur Jacobson” -  Colm Feore

“John Blume” - Peter Mooney

“Edward Scarka” - Paul Fauteau

“Margaret” - Brittany Alleny
“Dr. Strasser” - Paula Boudrea
“Zoe” - Elisa Moolecherry
“Rebecca” -  Olunike Adeliyi
“Tommy” – T.J. Riley
